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Hello. My name is ___________, and I am a ________________for the WIC program. 



What is WIC?
The Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for 
Women, Infants, and Children

One - on - One 
Tailored Nutrition 
Counseling

1

Healthy 
Foods

2

Breastfeeding 
Support

3

Referrals to Health 
& Community 
Services

4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children, popularly known as WIC, is a nutrition program for pregnant people, new moms, and families with children younger than 5. Our goal is to help keep moms, and children up to the age 5 healthy and improve long-term health outcomes and food security for families.




Who may qualify for WIC?

● People who are pregnant

● Breastfeeding parents up to 1 year

● Postpartum parents up to 6 months

● Those who recently experienced pregnancy loss

● Children ages 0 to 5
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Who is eligible for WIC?

Pregnant people
People who are breastfeeding up to a year 
People who had a baby in the past 6 months including those who recently had pregnancy loss/termination
Infants
Children up to the age of 5 including foster children
Immigration status is not used to determine eligibility

WIC is for all kinds of families: working or not working.  Newly pregnant individuals, military, and migrant families are encouraged to apply! WIC welcomes dads, grandparents, foster parents, or guardians who care for eligible children. 






Eligibility Overview

Category1

2

3

Income

Live in California*

Number of people 
in family

Gross monthly income 
(as of May 2026)

2 $3,337

3 $4,212

4 $5,088

5 $5,964

6 $6,839

*You may meet requirements regardless of immigration status
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In order to be eligible for WIC benefits, applicants must meet criteria in 3 areas:
1) Be in a category as described before
2) Have low-to-moderate income
3) Live in California

Length of California residency is not a requirement and WIC does not ask or keep information about visa status or citizenship. 
Participation in WIC will not impact a participant’s ability to receive other services or to attain citizenship. 
All WIC information is kept confidential unless permission is given to share with health care providers or other health or community referrals. 
The only documentation we ask to view and verify for eligibility purposes is proof of ID, proof of residency, proof of income or proof of current participation in one of four other government assistance programs (if applicable). 
If someone has absolutely no income or is homeless we have a procedure in place to reduce barriers in participation. 

Many of your clients are WIC-eligible or are already enrolled in WIC (optional content)  




Automatic Income Eligibility

● Medi - Cal

● California Work Opportunity and 
Responsibility to Kids (CalWORKs)

● CalFresh (SNAP)

● USDA Food Distribution Program on 
Indian Reservations  (FDPIR)

Current participation in one of these programs can be 
used to determine income eligibility.
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You probably know or guessed that WIC was created to assist families with low-to moderate income.  
Limited income may be determined by one of two ways.  
First, families who receive Medi-Cal, SNAP aka Cal-Fresh, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (also known as CALWORKs) OR Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) are automatically income-eligible. 
Current participation in these programs serves as evidence of financial eligibility for participation in WIC since income screening has already been completed by these other programs and it allows WIC to streamline services.  
The other way a family may be eligible even if they are not actively participating in Medi-Cal, CalFresh or TANF is when their household income is at or below 185% of Federal Poverty Level (please visit sdwic.com for current income guidelines). 
If you know anyone that could be eligible, please refer them to WIC and we will complete an income screening over the phone.




San Diego/Imperial County WIC 
Agencies

SDSU Research Foundation

American Red Cross

TrueCare

Scripps Mercy

San Ysidro Health

Innercare
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There are 5 WIC agencies throughout San Diego County and 1 agency in Imperial County. 
The hours of operation may vary for each WIC agency but they all offer the same benefits to their participants.  

The WIC agencies have a locator tool found online at our regional website: sdwic.com
The locator tool allows individuals to type in the search box, a zip code or a city. 
The map is then able to pull up the closest WIC agency to that zip code or city, providing the individual with an address and phone number. 



Meet the WIC Staff

Registered Dietitians1

2

3

Degreed Nutritionists/Certified Nutrition Assistants

Lactation Educator Counselors/IBCLC’s*

4 Breastfeeding Peer Counselors*
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The WIC team includes Registered Dietitians (RDs), degreed nutritionists, International Board Certified Lactation Consultants (IBCLCs), Lactation Educators, WIC Nutrition Assistants, and breastfeeding peer counselors. 

*At some locations.  Contact your WIC agency for more details

Languages spoken by the staff may include: English, Spanish, Vietnamese, Tagalog and Arabic among others




Nutrition Education at WIC
Group Classes1

2
3

Individual Counseling

Telehealth

4 Online Classes
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Nutrition education is one of the 4 core services at WIC. Nutrition services may include:
Nutrition assessment and education 
Can be done over the phone or via video appointments. 
WIC is excited to announce that we are entering the world of telehealth visits. This is being pilot tested in some sites around the county and we are excited to have the opportunity to work with our participants and continue to provide our services to them.
Personalized nutrition care plan with routine follow-ups 
Family-centered meal planning 
Baby Behavior education (hunger, sleep and crying cues) to help reduce infant overfeeding and encourage exclusive breastfeeding



�




Breastfeeding Support

● Breastfeeding Classes

● Breastfeeding Helpline

● Breast Pumps

● Highly Trained Staff

● Peer Counseling*
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WIC provides prenatal preparation for breastfeeding to address barriers and misconceptions that can prevent new parents from reaching their breastfeeding goals. We encourage expectant parents to take advantage of WIC’s breastfeeding peer counseling services, if available. These services are delivered by former WIC participants who are trained and supervised by a lactation consultant. 

Once the baby is born, WIC offers continued breastfeeding support including:
Referrals to lactation specialists when needed
Information about continuing to breastfeed after returning to work or school
Breast pumps for qualifying mothers including manual and electric pumps. Before a breast pump is issued to a participant, a lactation counselor will conduct a needs assessment to identify the best option to meet the mother’s needs.  






WIC helps families make an informed choice about infant feeding and provides 
s up p le m e nta l form ula  whe n ne e d e d .

Infant Feeding

Source: USDA WIC Image Gallery
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WIC encourages participants to exclusively breastfeed their infant for at least the first four to six weeks of the infant’s life to help establish a good milk supply. This includes encouragement to feed their infant on demand and to be aware of normal behaviors like cluster feeding. 

If the infant has a nutritional or medical need for formula, we offer the amount needed. 

If the family requests formula for other reasons, we discuss their situation to help them make an informed choice about how they feed their baby. 
This could include discussing normal baby behavior, offering information on pumping, or providing practical tips for making it through the early weeks and months of breastfeeding. 





Healthy Foods

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
WIC food packages are selected for their nutritional value to supplement the dietary needs of our participants and ensure good health, growth and development.

Monthly supplemental food benefits may include fresh fruit and vegetables, whole grains, low-fat dairy, soy milk, tofu, formula and iron-rich foods. 

Food benefits are electronically loaded onto the WIC EBT card, which can be used at participating vendors throughout the county and even when travelling to other parts of the state. 






CALIFORNIA WIC APP
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-WIC participants can download the WIC App on any Apple or Android device. The California WIC app helps you shop for new foods, track benefits, and scan items at the store to see if they are WIC approved. 
-Participants can also use the WIC app to see upcoming appointments and to find nearby WIC offices and WIC authorized grocers. 







Your WIC Foods
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2026 WIC SHOPPING GUIDE 
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-As of April 13th, WIC food packages changed, there are more food choices to keep families healthy, and they have the opportunity to pick foods their families like to eat. We like to remind participants during appointments that the shopping guide is available for them to review and have further understanding of these changes.
-In the shopping guide participants are able to find the new WIC foods and sizes available with the latest food package. It also serves as a reminder to download the WIC app and to shop at approved Farmers’ markets with WIC. 
-Participants can now use their cash value benefit at the farmers’ market year round. They can check if the front of their card had a QR code, if not one can be requested at the next appointment or participants can call their local WIC agency to replace the card. 



2026 WIC SHOPPING GUIDE 
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-Throughout the shopping guide participants are be able to view all the WIC approved items at the grocery store and tips to have a smooth shopping experience. 
-For example, there are visuals like the ones presented in this slide with milk options emphasizing what brand they can buy, type and size. There’s helpful hints throughout the guide to help participants remember to choose what works for their families and what is allowed for purchase with their WIC benefits. 



Major WIC Food Changes 2026
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One big change is more options for the types of whole grains participants can purchase. With the new WIC benefits participants are now able to purchase items such as wheat bagels, English muffins and pita breads. 
WIC is also making exciting changes to plant-based milk alternatives by expanding to include pea and oat milk blends with various brand options. 



Major WIC Food Changes 2026
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Another big change is WIC adding canned fish to all child and adult food packages. In the new WIC foods package, you can choose from canned light tuna, salmon and sardines. 

These are all great choices for fish that are low in Mercury, which makes them the safest fish to eat. The amount changes depending on the participant whether it is a woman, young or older child, overall fish is an excellent source of healthy fats for your heart and brain. 





Latest Updates: My Family Website 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
California WIC latest updates and resources can be found at My Family website. You can learn about new WIC foods, how to shop at farmers’ markets, discover what WIC offers military families, and stories and testimonials from families across California . See how California WIC has impacted the lives of participants and staff. 

The website may also assist you with information on how to apply to WIC, how to shop, details on the WIC card and app, plus so much more! Participants can also find a list of authorized farmers’ markets at My Family Website. Visit myfamily.wic.ca.gov for more details. 

Website Link: https://myfamily.wic.ca.gov/



Questions?



Thank you!
Visit sdwic.com to apply and learn 

more!
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Thank you all for your time and attention to learn more about the WIC program.  Nutrition education, breastfeeding support and so much more allows WIC to help build healthier families and communities. All of your support for this program is greatly appreciated! 
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